
Special Educational Needs (SEND) Policy.

Introduction

The Quinta provides a broad & balanced curriculum for all children. A skills based Curriculum is our starting point for planning that meets the specific needs of individuals & groups of children. When planning the teachers set suitable learning challenges and respond to children’s diverse learning needs. A minority of children have particular learning & assessment requirements that could create barriers to learning.

These requirements are likely to arise as a consequence of a child having special educational needs. Teachers take account of these requirements and make provision where necessary to support individual or groups of children & thus enable them to participate effectively in curriculum & assessment activities.
Children may have special educational needs either throughout or any time during their school career. This policy ensures that curriculum planning & assessment for children with SEND takes into account the type of & extent of the difficulty experienced by the child.

At the Quinta we acknowledge that SEND needs may also be at the other end of the spectrum with able & talented pupils. This provision is covered under the Able & Talented policy.
Aims & Objectives

The aims of this policy are;

· to create an environment that meets the special educational needs of each child

· to ensure that the special educational needs of children are identified, assessed and provided for

· to make clear the expectations of all the partners in the process

· to identify the roles & responsibilities of staffing providing for children’s special educational needs

· to enable all children to have full access to all elements of the school curriculum

Educational Inclusion.

Through appropriate curricular provision we respect the fact that children;

· have different educational & behavioural needs & aspirations

· require different strategies for learning

· acquire, assimilate & communicate information at different rates

· need a range of different teaching approaches & experiences

Teachers respond to children’s needs by;

· providing support for children who need help with communication, language & literacy

· planning activities for children’s full participation in learning & in physical & practical activities

· helping children to manage their behaviour & to take part in learning effectively & safely
· helping individuals to manage their emotions, particularly trauma stress & to take part in learning
· To complete intervention mapping and  all relevant paperwork for the identified children

Special Educational Needs.

Children with special educational needs have learning difficulties that call for special provision to be made. All children may have special needs at some time in their lives.

Since 2014 the school has followed the guidelines laid down in the DFE code of practice on Special Educational Needs and Disability. (SEND) This gives practical guidance to schools directed at enabling pupils with SEND to be fully included in a broad & balanced curriculum. The new code published in 2014 provides guidance on duties, policies and procedures relating to Part 3 of the Children and Families Act 2014. It relates to children and young people with Special Educational Needs (SEN) and Disabled children and young people. A young person in this context is a person over compulsory school age and under 25.
The school must have regard to the Code of Practise. This means that whenever we are taking decisions we must give consideration to what the code says. 
We must fulfil our statutory duties towards children and young people with SEN or disabilities in the light of the guidance set out in it.
We must be able to demonstrate in our arrangements for children and young people with SEN or disability that we are fulfilling our statutory duty to have regard for the code.

Quoted from Children and families Act 2014

The Role of the Special Educational Needs Co ~ Ordinator (SEND CO)
The main responsibilities are…

· Manage the day to day operation of the policy

· Liaise with the teaching staff & parents

· Co ~ ordinate the provision for children with SEND 
· To undertake SEND Education Health Care reviews 
· Link to outside agencies

· Contributes to & manages the records of all the children with special educational needs

· Completes the documentation required by outside agencies & Cheshire East
· Maintains resources & a range of teaching materials to enable appropriate provision

· Monitor & evaluate the special educational needs & report to the Governing Body

· Manage human resources for class support
· To review completed intervention mapping each term to inform the head teacher and Cheshire East Council how the SEND funding is being used in school
The Role of any additional support adults linked to children with SEND under the guidance of the SEND CO

The main responsibilities are…

· Liaise with teaching staff

· Aid in the assessment of children with SEND
· Help co ~ ordinate the provision for the children with SEND
· Keep & maintain relevant documentation pertaining to SEND children

· Link with outside agencies

· To collate / file all relevant paperwork from staff or parents on individual children
The Role of the Class Teacher

The main responsibilities are…

· If a child is experiencing problems in accessing the curriculum the class teacher should assess the child’s difficulties & provide additional differentiated work, set clear targets & monitor progress
· To give TA’s a copy of their termly & weekly planning
· To identify pupils that have behavioural, social & emotional, literacy, numeracy problems

· To collect evidence of the pupils lack of progress against other class members

· Liaise with parents about their concerns highlighting targets to be met

· To analyse results from assessments & decide if further intervention is needed or outside agency involvement is required. This is to be discussed with the SEND CO
· All relevant paperwork for individual children should be kept in line with Cheshire East guidance, working with the SEND CO for reviews when required at least  three times per year.
· Liaise with outside agencies to provide targets for the relevant paperwork
· All the above should be carried out through liaison with the SEND CO
The Role of the Governing Body

The Governing body does its best to secure the necessary provision for any pupil identified as having special educational needs. The Governors ensure that all teachers are aware of the importance of providing these for the children. They consult the LA & other schools where appropriate.
The Governing Body has decided that children with special educational needs will be admitted into the school in line with the school’s agreed admissions policy

We have an appointed SEND Governor, this is confirmed every year at the autumn term Governors meeting and is recorded in the minutes. These are available from the schools web page; also the head teacher will be able to confirm the current appointment.
The Role of the Teaching Assistant

· to liaise with the class teacher prior to the lesson to understand their role in the lesson

· to give regular support to the children with SEND
· work with the children who need daily practise

· give children with SEND access to a broad & balanced curriculum

· Liaise with the SEND CO & teachers
· To keep and maintain relevant documentation about intervention groups

· To complete evaluation forms at the end of an intervention group to inform the class teacher & SEND CO of the child’s next steps

· To carry out once a year (second half of the summer term) reading test for all the children across the school to inform teachers for the following school year
Implementation Plan
Early Years Action
If a child transfers from Nursery / Pre School with a SEND record or SEND paperwork  then a meeting will be arranged between Nursery / Pre School, the Reception teacher of the class the child will go into in September, SEND CO and an Early Years Cheshire East Advisor 
Once an area of concern has been highlighted by the class teacher & intervention is believed to be required. 
The teacher will begin by collecting all the necessary information about the child. Placing them in an intervention group with a TA in class or in a withdrawal group acting on the information collected the teacher will decide how best to support the child then complete the relevant paperwork. The SEN DCO will also notify the Early Years SEND consultant at Cheshire East Council.
Quality First Teaching 
Once the child begins more formal education the demands of the curriculum increase. If the child seems to be experiencing difficulties with the curriculum the teacher will be noting the child’s areas of strengths & weakness. 
Then targeting them with appropriate teaching and setting appropriate class targets to be met. Also at this point an intervention group may be offered to parents by the SEND CO or class teacher. This may be in class or as a withdrawal group.
Element 1: QUALITY FIRST TEACHING
The teacher is also able to offer in class support to children who need more provision. A teacher or a teaching assistant will conduct this & it will be administered individually or in a small group. It enables the children to receive assistance & reinforce when completing class activities using a wide range of resources. The class teacher will complete all the relevant paperwork.
 The children having this paperwork will have needs that are different from or additional to those children in the rest of the class. The class teacher, TA and SEND CO will review progress at least three times a year.
Element 2: INTERVENTION BY AN OUTSIDE AGENCY.
Element 2 refers to any provision the child may need in addition to that which is provided by the school. E.G speech & language, occupational health

The school may offer extra tuition to those children who need specialist literacy or numeracy support. As well as the range of provision offered in the Element 1 section above some children might benefit from a weekly one to one lesson(s) using a multi- sensory programme designed to reinforce key literacy & numeracy skills. The teachers work in close liaison with the SEND CO & details of individual lesson programmes are contained in the provision mapping. The class teacher, TA and SEND CO will review progress at least three times a year.
Statement (Statutory Assessment); EDUCATION HEALTH CARE PLAN.
Statutory assessment is carried out by Cheshire East Council in line with the paper work completed by the SEND CO & the class teacher. The funding is reviewed annually and can be withdrawn at any time. Further information about the statementing process can be obtained from the SEND CO
Access to the curriculum

All children have an entitlement to a broad and balanced curriculum, which is differentiated to enable children to: understand the relevance and purpose of learning activities; experience levels of understanding and rates of progress that bring feelings of success and achievement.

Teachers use a range of strategies to meet children’s special educational needs. Lessons have clear learning objectives; we differentiate work appropriately, and we use assessment to inform the next stage of learning.

We support children in a manner that acknowledges their entitlement to share the same learning experiences that their peers enjoy. Intervention / support groups are put in place to maximise learning, we ask the children to work in small groups or in a one-to-one situation outside the classroom, these can also take place in the class as in class support.
Partnership with Parents

The school prospectus contains details of our policy for Special Educational Needs and Disability, and the arrangements made for these children in our school. A named governor takes a special interest in special needs and is always willing to talk to parents.

At all stages of the special needs process, the school keeps parents fully informed and involved. We take account of the wishes, feelings and knowledge of parents at all stages. We encourage parents to make an active contribution to their child’s education.

We have regular meetings each term to share the progress of special needs children with their parents. We inform the parents of any outside intervention, and we share the process of decision-making by providing clear information relating to the education of children with special educational needs.

Monitoring and evaluation

The SEND CO monitors the movement of children within the SEND system in school. The SEND CO provides staff and governors with regular summaries of the impact of the policy on the practice of the school.

The SENDDCO is involved in supporting class teachers and TA’s The SENDDCO and the head teacher hold regular meetings to review the work of the school in this area. The SENDDCO and the named governor with responsibility for special needs also hold meetings.

The Governing Body reviews this policy as part of our 2 – 3 year cycle and considers any amendments in light of the review findings. The SEND CO twice a year to the link governor for SEND.
Data Protection & Confidentiality

The Quinta School will provide information to approved outside agencies 
(Educational Psychologist, NHS, Mental Health, Family Support Worker, Cheshire East) with agreement of the parents of the child concerned. For discussions with outside agencies written parental consent will be obtained. A SEND pupil will only be discussed by members of staff with the child’s parents or other adults that the parent has given consent to.
The children on the SEND register have a file containing all their information and this is kept in a locked filing cabinet that the SEND CO and the SEND assistance have a key to. Any members of staff that require information on a child in their class must liaise with either of the two members of staff for access to the filing cabinet.
Policy Reviews
Reviewed: September 2014  ( Kerry Bernard   SEND CO)
After 2009 review we will review our policy as part of a rolling programme, please see the matrix in the policy file

